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Fresh off of their election to the new 
consolidated government of the Macon-Bibb
County Board of Commissioners, Bert Bivins,
III and Ed DeFore also will continue their 
service on the Macon Water Authority Board 
of Directors, following their respective 
reappointments by the Commission in January.
Bivins won the District 5 seat on the

Commission following his election in
November, while DeFore was elected to 
represent District 6 of the new Macon-Bibb
County consolidated government.  Bivins was
the former representative on the MWA Board
from the Bibb County Commission, while
DeFore represented the City of Macon on the
MWA Board previously.  
In addition to serving as Authority Members,

Bivins and DeFore also have served in 
leadership roles on MWA standing 

committees.  Most recently, Bivins has served
as Vice-Chairman of the Personnel Committee,
while DeFore served as Vice-Chairman of the
Finance Committee.
Professionally, Bivins spent 30 years as a

civilian working in electronics at Robins Air
Force Base, followed by another 10 years as 
a 5th and 6th grade teacher in the public
school system.
DeFore enjoyed a career as a machinist 

with Georgia Kraft Company for 25 years, in
addition to being a member of the Macon
Sports Hall of Fame.
Complete profiles on Bivins, DeFore, and all

elected Members of the MWA Board are 
available on the Authority’s Web site at
www.maconwater.org.

The Amerson River Park Environmental Education
Program, established in 2009 through partnership
among several community-based organizations in
Macon-Bibb County, will host approximately 1,800
local 7th graders for field trips during the months of
February and March.
Over a 25-day period, the 7th grade students

from the Bibb County School System will take part
in lessons of environmental education at Amerson
River Park, which will supplement what they are
taught in the classroom.  The Environmental
Education Program is a collaboration of the Macon
Water Authority (MWA), the Bibb County Board of
Education, NewTown Macon, the Museum of Arts &
Sciences, and the Dorothy V. & N. Logan Lewis
Foundation.
The students from all seven middle schools within

the Bibb County School System will receive three
primary lessons during their respective school field
trips to Amerson River Park.  The curricula in 
environmental education include: (1) “Water
Quality? Ask the Bugs,” (2) “Sum of the Parts,” and
(3) a Hike emphasizing “Hiding in Plain Sight.”
More information – and the complete story of this

Environmental Education Program – is available on
the MWA Web site at www.maconwater.org.

The Macon Water Authority (MWA) continues
to invite customers and citizens to get involved
in efforts to protect local water quality.  
Approximately 20 volunteers joined the cause

in mid-December when they completed Georgia
Adopt-A-Stream training, the first hosted by the
MWA, with plans to grow the number of
Macon/Bibb County program participants in 
the future.

For educators such as Paul Midkiff, Upper
School Counselor and sponsor of the
Environmental Science Club at Mount de Sales
Academy, water quality is important to him,
both personally and professionally.  
Midkiff and some of his students attained

Adopt-A-Stream training two years ago, when
they began monitoring the stream quality at
Sabbath Creek in North Macon.  He brought 
fellow Mount de Sales teacher Jill Smith and
student Madison Dorminey with him to the
training at the MWA on Dec. 14, so they too
could obtain certification.  He says he hopes to
expand student participation in Georgia 
Adopt-A-Stream, while perhaps including stream
monitoring in his school’s course curricula. 
“A couple of years ago, some students

approached me about adopting a stream, after

they became interested following their 
participation in Ocmulgee Alive,” says Midkiff,
referring to Macon’s annual river cleanup, also
organized and hosted by the MWA.  “Our school
hopes to add an AP (Advanced Placement)
environmental science class next year that will
require monitoring for completion of the course.”
The free, hands-on workshops hosted by the

MWA in December were conducted by Tara
Muenz and Anne Stahley, State Coordinators for
the Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program.  They
trained the participants on how to evaluate
local water quality by using chemical and 
bacterial monitoring methods, which determine
a stream’s health.  Chemical parameters of the
training include monitoring for water/air 
temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen and 
conductivity, while bacterial monitoring 
focuses on measures of E. coli bacteria.
Additional information – and the complete

story on the Adopt-A-Stream training workshops
– is available on the MWA Web site at
www.maconwater.org, or by contacting Mark
Wyzalek at mwyzalek@maconwater.org.   In
addition, those interested in becoming a
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream volunteer can contact
the State Office by phone at 404-675-1635, or
by email at aas@gaepd.org.

MWA seeks public involvement to protect water quality

Back to business: New consolidated government reappoints 
Bert Bivins and Ed DeFore to MWA Board

Paul Midkiff (left), Upper School Counselor and
sponsor of the Environmental Science Club at
Mount de Sales Academy, has helped a number of
students attain Georgia Adopt-A-Stream training.

Tara Muenz (center), State Coordinator for the
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program, conducts a
chemical monitoring workshop in partnership with
the MWA this past December.

Amanda DePriest (standing) and Susan Mays (far left),
with the Museum of Arts and Sciences, provide a simu-
lation of a class being taught during the Amerson River
Park Environmental Education Program for MWA
Board Members (clockwise from left) Steve Rickman,
Dr. Kirby Godsey, Dot Black, Javors Lucas, and Frank
Patterson, as well as Executive Director Tony Rojas.

Bert Bivins, III (far left) and Ed DeFore (far right)
have been reappointed to the MWA Board.

MWA sponsors Environmental Education
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The Macon Water Authority (MWA) received
three major industry accolades during the
yearend Fall Conference of the Georgia
Association of Water Professionals (GAWP). 
The headliner of the GAWP Fall Conference

industry awards was the Collection System
Gold Award, which the MWA received as a
result of scoring 95% or higher on its 
system audit.  
This award is one of the most difficult for a 

utility to obtain, due to the comprehensive 
nature of the review process by industry judges.
GAWP judging criteria included review of 
management, maintenance, operations, and
capacity of the MWA sewer collection system.
The MWA also brought home a GAWP Public

Education program award, for hosting the

state’s best educational event in Ocmulgee
Alive!  This year, more than 350 volunteers
gathered for Macon’s annual river cleanup. 
Finally, the Frank C. Amerson, Jr. Water

Treatment Plant won the Surface Water Safety
Plant of the Year Award, presented by the
Georgia section of the American Water Works
Association (GAWWA).  To qualify for the award,
the Amerson Plant did not have any type of 
violation for the entire calendar year.  The
Amerson Plant was judged according to criteria
that included risk management, chlorine safety,
material safety (response if there is exposure to
chemicals), housekeeping, emergency response
planning, laboratory safety, and more.  This year
marked the third occasion the Amerson Plant
has received this award.

Macon Water Authority applauded for system excellence

Heather Veal (center), CMOM coordinator for the
Macon Water Authority, accepts the Collection
System Gold Award during the GAWP fall 
conference in Athens.

The Macon Water Authority (MWA) continues to provide opportunities for
public fishing on the Authority’s drinking water reservoir – Javors Lucas Lake.
The 2014 MWA public fishing season schedule is as follows:

• Fishing season begins on Friday, March 7, 2014• Beginning Friday, March 7, and continuing through Sunday, April 27,Javors Lucas Lake will be open for fishing three days per week, on
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

• From Friday, May 2, through Sunday, June 29, the reservoir will be openfor fishing the same three days per week on Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays, but from 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

• Javors Lucas Lake will be closed for public fishing during the months ofJuly and August, but will re-open on Friday, Sept. 5, 2014.

• From Friday, Sept. 5, through Sunday, Oct. 26, Javors Lucas Lake will re-open three days per week on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, from
6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

• Sunday, Oct. 26 is the last day of the MWA fishing season in 2014.• Javors Lucas Lake will be closed during the months of November andDecember, as well as January and February, 2015.

For more info on public fishing at Javors Lucas Lake, log onto the MWA
Web site at http://www.maconwater.org/public-fishing-at-javors-lucas-lake.

The WaterSense Program of
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) was established 
to raise awareness of the need
for wise water use, as well as the
problem of water loss, 
nationwide.  According to EPA
statistics, more than 1 trillion
gallons of water leak from U.S.
homes each year.  EPA officials
note that the common types of
leaks found in the home are
caused by worn toilet flappers,
dripping faucets, and other 
leaking valves.  
However, these types of 

household leaks do not account
for water lost as a result of 
freezing water lines and pipes
that are susceptible to water
leaks and pipe bursts, some of
which impacted MWA customers
during record cold temperatures
in January.
For valuable public education

on how to check for leaks and fix
leaks around the house, the EPA
Web site has some great tips at
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/
our_water/howto.html.  In addi-
tion, the Macon Water Authority
has information available on its

Web site at

http://www.maconwater.org/how
-to-read-your-meter-detect-a-leak
to help customers learn how to
read their meter to assess
whether it indicates a leak on
site.
The MWA regularly monitors

all customer accounts to look for
spikes in consumption that
would be unusual, especially
during this time of the year.  The
MWA notifies customers of such
abnormal consumption patterns
as they occur.  However, 
customers should pay close
attention to their monthly water
bill, which includes data on his-
torical consumption, to monitor
for spikes and inexplicable water
use that may be the result of 
a leak.
Finally, the MWA offers assis-

tance for customers to minimize
the financial hardship of a leak,
should they detect one.  MWA
customers can apply for a leak
adjustment, which equates to
credit on their water bill, if they
are able to pinpoint a water leak
and its cause, while having that
leak fixed.
For more information or assis-

tance with preventing, finding,
and/or fixing water leaks, cus-
tomers can contact the MWA’s
Customer Care Representatives
at 478-464-5600.  

MWA fishing season set to open at Javors Lucas Lake MWA encourages customers to find and fix leaks 

March 17-23, 2014


