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So what is a Popular  
Annual Financial Report?

The Macon Water Authority’s (MWA) financial 
statements keep stakeholders informed of  our 
financial position and operational status.  The 
MWA has prepared this 2013 Popular Annual 
Financial Report (PAFR) to provide an abridged 
version of  the Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report (CAFR). It is published specifically to 
provide a less technical presentation of  MWA 
financials, improved readability, and a better un-
derstanding of  its content for our customers and 
community.  
 
The information contained in this PAFR is an 
unaudited summary of  our fiscal year (FY) 2013, 
which ended September 30, 2013.  However, the 
financial information was taken directly from the 
FY 2013 CAFR, which was prepared in confor-
mance with generally accepted accounting princi-
ples (GAAP) as audited by independent auditors 
at the professional Certified Public Accounting             
firm of  Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC.  

Both the (FY) 2013 CAFR and this PAFR are 
available on our website at www.maconwater.org.
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 In the fall of  2012, the MWA aggressively began 
to pursue a business to business marketing campaign 
to attract industry to Macon and Bibb County, in 
cooperation with the Macon Economic Development 
Commission (MEDC) and the Macon-Bibb County 
Industrial Authority.  To head the campaign, the 
Authority hired former Macon Mayor George Israel, 
who has a wealth of  industry knowledge and contacts in 
economic development.  
 During 2013, the MWA marketing campaign 
gathered research from economic development and 
site selection professionals, while outlining objectives 
and strategies within a Marketing Communications 
(MARCOM) Action Plan.  That plan of  attack is well 
underway in an attempt to increase the Authority’s 
visibility among prospective companies.
 By the conclusion of  the 2013 fiscal year, the 
Authority’s marketing efforts had included a direct email 
campaign to approximately 70,000 companies across the 
country identified as heavy water and sewer users.  The 
email blasts are directing prospects to a new website 
— www.maconwaterwealth.com — that highlights the 
wealth of  water and sewer capacity and resources the 

Authority has available for business and industry.  
 Another highlight of  the campaign took place 
in September, when the Authority hosted a dozen 
economic development project managers from the 
Georgia Department of  Economic Development, 
Georgia Power and Atlanta Gas Light, for a Developers’ 
Day in Macon and Bibb County.  
 The year of  Economic Development at the MWA, 
as 2013 could have been called, concluded with a tribute 
to the man whose vision led the Authority’s charge 
to make water a central theme for quality growth and 
quality of  life in our community.
 More than a year after his death, former Chairman 
Frank C. Amerson, Jr. is still referenced often at the 
Macon Water Authority, because his presence continues 
to be felt at the water and sewer utility he helped 
build.  Now Mr. Amerson’s image will be visible as 
well, following the unveiling of  a sculpted bust of  his 
likeness in November 2013 at Authority headquarters.
 As more and more companies inquire about the 
MWA and Macon-Bibb County, they are seeing a utility 
and community as Mr. Amerson envisioned – an ideal 
place to call home.

 It is my pleasure to once again present to you, our Customers and the entire Macon-
Bibb Community, a condensed version of  the “YEAR in REVIEW” at the Macon Water 
Authority.  This Popular Annual Financial Report (the “PAFR”) summarizes the financial 
operations of  the Authority for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2013, as well as some 
of  the community events that we sponsored or participated in during that time.
 This past year saw the continuation of  exciting initiatives that the Authority has 
coordinated over the years, including the Annual Kids Fishing Derby at Javors Lucas 
Lake, the Ocmulgee Alive River Clean-Up, and the Annual Drinking Water Week tours 
of  the Amerson Water Treatment Plant, where we helped educate the public on water 
production, environmental care, and much more. 
 Recently, the Authority partnered with several other community based organizations 
to sponsor the Amerson River Park Environmental Education Program, which will result 

in approximately 1,800 local students touring the park for lessons of  environmental protection and stewardship 
of  natural resources, as well as instruction on proper disposal of  fats, oils, and grease (FOG) and the value of  tap 
water.
 This PAFR also will provide you with some additional information and updates on our water efficiency 
program, as well as our source water protection planning efforts.  The Authority takes great pride in the role we 
play in economic development in Macon-Bibb County, so we have provided information within these pages on 
both economic development and the importance of  investing in our community.
 The Authority continues to stay focused on being good stewards of  financial resources, which includes 
continued investment in our water and sewer system infrastructure.  During 2013, we issued an additional $12 
million in bonds, while maintaining our very high AA bond rating – a measure that allows the Authority to borrow 
at reduced interest rates.
 I hope you enjoy reading through these pages and that you find the information interesting.  On behalf  of  the 
Authority Board and all of  our Employees, thank you for taking time to review the 2013 PAFR. 

 I am pleased to present to the customers of  the Macon Water Authority our Popular 
Annual Financial Report (the “PAFR”) for the year ended September 30, 2013.  The PAFR 
has been designed and presented in a manner that is intended to increase awareness among 
our customers of  the financial operations of  the Macon Water Authority.    The PAFR is 
written so it communicates, in a condensed version, what is found in our Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report (CAFR); but, the PAFR delivers the information in a more user-
friendly manner.
 I am happy to report that the inaugural edition of  the PAFR that was delivered to our 
customers last year received the “Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual 
Financial Reporting” from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA).   
 The financial information included in this report is compiled from the Authority’s 
independently audited set of  financial statements, which are prepared in accordance with 

generally accepted accounting principles.
 I hope you find this PAFR informative, and I would welcome any comments or feedback regarding its content.       

Investing in Economic Development

Welcome...
From the desk of Tony Rojas, Executive Director and President

Presenting a condensed, user-friendly financial report

From Guy Boyle, Executive Vice President of Business Operations
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 The Macon Water Authority (MWA) was proud 
to bring home a number of  individual, facility, and/or 
system industry awards during the year in 2013.  
 The headliner was the Collection System Gold 
Award, presented by the Georgia Association of  
Water Professionals (GAWP).  This Gold Award was 
the result of  the MWA scoring 
95% or higher on its system 
audit. 
  In addition, the MWA won 
a GAWP Public Education 
Program Award in 2013, 
for hosting the state’s best 
educational event in Ocmulgee 
Alive!  The Georgia Rivers 
Alive Board of  Directors 
also chose Macon’s annual 
river cleanup as the 2012 
Confluence Award winner, 
an honor based on the diversity 
of  partnerships involved in an 
official Rivers Alive event.
 As for facility awards, the 
Amerson Water Treatment Plant 
won the Surface Water Safety 
Plant of  the Year Award, presented by the Georgia 
section of  the American Water Works Association 
(GAWWA).  GAWP also recognized the Amerson 
Plant with its Gold Award for 100 percent permit 
compliance.  
 Even more impressive is the Platinum Award the 
GAWP awarded the Authority’s Rocky Creek Water 
Reclamation Facility for 14 consecutive years of  100 
percent permit compliance.  Only three wastewater 
plants in the state of  Georgia have had more 
consecutive years without a permit violation. 
 The Georgia Engineering Alliance (GEA) 
presented the MWA and its consulting engineers from 
Hofstadter and Associates with an Honor Award 
recently for its Lennox-to-Corbin Interceptor Sewer 
project, which was one of  many 2013 Engineering 
Excellence Awards recognizing engineering 
professionals for outstanding work across the state.
 In terms of  individual awards, MWA Executive 
Director and President Tony Rojas, who is a Past 
President of  GAWP, was honored with the Arthur 
Sidney Bedell Award by the Georgia section of  the 
Water Environment Federation (GWEF).

 Among the more than 200 employees at the MWA 
are 12 GAWP Top Operators, two Top Mechanics, 
as well as past winners of  the Ira C. Kelley Lab 
Excellence Award, the Nathan Merideth DeJarnette 
Award, and the Elizabeth McEntire Award.  In 
addition, the Authority boasts a WEF Lab Analyst 

Award winner, multiple WEF 
Hatfield Award winners, 
as well as multiple AWWA 
Meritorious Service Award 
winners.  The MWA also 
claims a winner of  the 
AWWA Joseph Fuller and 
William J. Greene Awards, 
and a former AWWA 
Director-at-Large is on staff. 
 Over the past few years, 
the MWA has won numerous 
other industry awards as well, 

including the AWWA’s Best 
Tasting Drinking Water in 
North America in 2009 and the 
Association of  Metropolitan 
Water Agencies (AMWA) Gold 
Award for utility excellence 

in 2012.  All MWA plants have received GAWP Gold 
or Platinum Awards for full permit compliance, and 
the MWA is a past sewer Collection System of  the 
Year winner.  In addition, 2013 marked the 17th 
consecutive year the Macon Water Authority has won 
the Certificate of  Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting from the Government Finance 
Officers Association.
 For a complete list of  MWA awards, log onto our 
website at www.maconwater.org.

An Award-Winning Authority and Utility
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 During 2013, the Macon Water Authority 
completed a number of  system improvements to 
advance its Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), which 
includes water and sewer projects intended to maintain 
and enhance the utility’s infrastructure, especially those 
portions showing signs of  age.
 More than two years ago, 
the MWA contracted with 
Compliance EnviroSystems 
(CES) to complete a Sanitary 
Sewer Evaluation Study 
(SSES), which gathered data 
on the structural integrity of  
the MWA sewer system.  That 
data helped to identify those 
areas of  MWA infrastructure 
in need of  maintenance and 
rehabilitation.  
 In March of  2013, the 
MWA completed $1.8 million 
worth of  “fixes” within 
the Echeconnee Basin, as 
identified in the “find and fix” 
portion of  the CIP.  
 During the fall, the MWA 
started work on two additional 
sewer system repair and 
rehabilitation projects, reflecting another $5 million 
investment to further upgrade its infrastructure.
 The Echeconnee Force Main Repair consists of  
replacing approximately 6,845 linear feet of  16-inch 
ductile iron force main with new 16-inch PVC pipe.  
 The second project is in the Tobesofkee basin, and 
it includes the rehabilitation of  approximately 29,400 
linear feet of  sewer lines, as well as 160 point repairs 
of  6-inch, 8-inch, 10-inch, and 12-inch diameter sewer 
mains.  In addition, over 700 linear feet of  force mains 
are being repaired using pipe bursting technology, 
while another 2,000 linear feet are being replaced by 
open cuts.  Included in this project is the cleaning of  
21,000 linear feet of  sewer lines and the rehabilitation 
of  4,200 vertical feet of  manholes.
 During the summer of  2013, the MWA adopted its 
first Watershed Protection Plan, which is intended to 
assess water quality, identify potential sources of  water 
quality impairment or contaminants, and recommend 

specific strategies for watershed management, 
monitoring and protection.
 The Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD) requires any utility operating a wastewater 
treatment plant – with a National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit – to conduct a 
watershed assessment.   
However, the Authority is 
unique in that it goes beyond 
what is required by proactively 
creating a watershed 
protection plan, based on the 
results of  the assessment.  
This plan enables the MWA 
to continually gauge potential 
contaminants and implement 
proper steps to protect water 
quality within its watershed(s).
 Finally, the MWA 
continues to make progress on 
its Water Efficiency Program, 
established in 2011, to include 
monthly meetings of  the 
Authority’s Water Efficiency 
Team.  The team prioritizes, 
executes, and evaluates 

improvement measures identified previously through 
in-depth analysis.  The overall goal of  the Authority’s 
Water Efficiency Program is to effectively manage – 
and ultimately reduce – water loss and non-revenue 
water within the MWA system.

Investing in our Infrastructure
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The MWA and Hofstadter and Associates received an 
Honor Award from the Georgia Engineering Alliance in 
2013.  Accepting the award are (left to right): MWA 
Executive VP Ray Shell, Chairman Kirby Godsey, consulting 
engineers John Fry and Carl Hofstadter, and MWA Field 
Operations Director Michel Wanna.

Heather Veal (center), CMOM Coordinator for the MWA, accepts the 
Collection System Gold Award during the 2013 Fall Conference of 
the Georgia Association of Water Professionals.
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Members of the Board 

R. Kirby Godsey, Chairman
Frank Patterson, Vice Chairman
Dorothy “Dot” Black, District 1
Javors J. Lucas, District 2
Steve Rickman, District 3
Ed DeFore, Sr., Macon-Bibb County Representative
Bert Bivins, III, Macon-Bibb County Representative

Management and Directors 

Tony Rojas, Executive Director & President
Ray Shell, Executive VP of  Plant & Field Operations
Guy Boyle, Executive VP of  Business Operations
Kellie Giles, Human Resources Director
Blain Harrell, Macon Soils Manager
Jimmy McAnn, Information Technology Director
Gary McCoy, Amerson Water Treatment Plant Director
Kirk Nylund, Customer Care & Field Services Director
Larry Reynolds, Wastewater Operations Director
Michel Wanna, Field Operations Director
Mark Wyzalek, Laboratory/Environmental Compliance 
Director

MWA Leadership and Overview

The Identity and Image of the Authority
 The Macon Water Authority (MWA) is one of  the largest and most technologically advanced water and sewer 
utilities in the state of  Georgia (USA), noted for outstanding industry performance, as awarded by state and national 
professional associations and regulatory agencies.  The Authority serves customers in the region of  central Georgia, 
including its primary customers in Macon-Bibb County, as well as customers in portions of  Monroe, Jones, and 
Peach Counties.  
 The origin of  the Macon Water Authority dates back to 1880, and the Georgia General Assembly enacted 
state legislation to form a Water Board and subsequent Authority in the early 1900’s.  The Authority operates as 
an independent governing entity.  The Authority Board is composed of  seven elected officials.  Four are elected 
from Districts in Macon-Bibb County, while the Chairman is elected from a county-wide District.  In addition, two 
Authority members serve upon appointment as representatives from the Macon-Bibb County Government. 
 Through proper maintenance and operation of  large-capacity water and wastewater treatment facilities, 
distribution and collection systems, as well as ancillary functions, the Macon Water Authority is able to provide 
high-quality and large-quantity water and sewer services to retail, wholesale, commercial, and industrial customers. 
 The MWA provides outstanding VALUE for water/sewer services, as a result of  offering a superior product 
at some of  the lowest rates in the state of  Georgia.  In addition, the MWA rate structure accounts for renewal and 
reinvestment in its infrastructure to assure no unexpected or exorbitant rate hikes occur in the future.
.

Investing in our Community
 The Macon Water Authority 
is a utility that invests in its 
community through partnerships 
with organizations and individuals 
equally committed to protecting 
natural resources, while enhancing 
opportunities for outdoor 
recreation and environmental 
education.
 The Authority celebrated 
national Drinking Water Week in 
May by hosting nearly 100 guests 
for an Open House at the Frank 
C. Amerson, Jr. Water Treatment 
Plant; another contingency of  
young professionals from Bolivia 
also toured the plant as participants 
in a Rotary International Group 

Study Exchange.
 The 2013 MWA Kids Fishing 
Derby featured 256 participating 
children and youth aged 3 to 16, 
accompanied by family and friends.  
The annual Fishing Derby was 
once again sponsored by Academy 
Sports + Outdoors, with several 
other organizations and individuals 
contributing, including many 
Authority employees and board 
members who volunteered to host 
the event.  The participants came 
from throughout Macon-Bibb and 
central Georgia, as well as 12 other 
counties from across Georgia and 
Alabama.
 More than 350 volunteers 
gathered in the fall for the 2013 
Ocmulgee Alive!  Macon’s annual 
river cleanup was organized by 
the MWA, in cooperation with the 
Ocmulgee Heritage Trail and Keep 
Macon-Bibb Beautiful.  YKK USA, 
Graphic Packaging International, 
and Coca-Cola Refreshments 
again served as premier sponsors, 
while several other organizations 
participated as well.  Ocmulgee 
Alive is affiliated with the statewide 
Rivers Alive initiative, which is a 
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program 
designed to create awareness of  and 
involvement in the preservation of  
Georgia’s waterways.
 In December 2013, that MWA 
partnership with Georgia Adopt-
A-Stream expanded to include the 

Authority’s first training workshops.  
These provide volunteers with the 
knowledge and tools needed to 
monitor the health of  local rivers 
and streams, which serve as natural 
resources used for producing clean 
and safe drinking water.
 Finally, 2013 marked the 
beginning of  perhaps the most 
significant public education 
partnership in the history of  the 
Authority.  The Amerson River 
Park Environmental Education 
Program, which was established 
in 2009 as a community-based 
partnership in Macon-Bibb County, 
began plans for hosting 7th grade 
students from Bibb County Schools 
for field trips and lessons in 
outdoor education.  Approximately 
1,800 local 7th graders are set to 
visit Amerson River Park – the site 
where the Authority’s old Riverside 
Water Treatment Plant once stood, 
prior to being decommissioned as a 
result of  the 1994 flood.
 The outdoor education 
curricula taught at Amerson River 
Park supplements what the 7th 
graders learn in the classroom.  
This Amerson River Park 
Environmental Education Program 
is the result of  collaboration among 
the Macon Water Authority, the 
Bibb County Board of  Education, 
NewTown Macon, the Museum of  
Arts & Sciences, and the Dorothy 
V. & N. Logan Lewis Foundation.



 The MWA Water System consists of  facilities 
and operations in drinking water production, storage, 
and distribution.  The Frank C. Amerson, Jr. Water 
Treatment Plant, which is a four-time recipient of  
the Plant of  the Year in Georgia, opened in July of  
2000.  It replaced the former 
Riverside Drive Water 
Treatment Facility, which was 
decommissioned after being 
damaging as a result of  the 
1994 flood.  
 The Amerson Water 
Treatment Plant has a 
conventional design featuring 
enhanced drinking water 
production capacity of  
60 million gallons per day 
(MGD), an amount more 
than twice the current 
average daily demand.  The 
current layout and design of  
the plant can accommodate 
an expansion to 90 MGD 
of  capacity in the future, 
if/when necessary.  The 
state of  Georgia’s Middle 
Ocmulgee Regional Water 
Plan, adopted in 2011, notes 
that the MWA has more than 
sufficient capacity to meet 
expected customer demand 
estimates through the year 
2050.  Equipment and system redundancies at the 
Amerson Plant allow it to continually operate without 
interruption.
 Raw water used for drinking water production 

is supplied to the Amerson Plant from two direct or 
indirect sources – the Ocmulgee River, where up to 110 
million gallons per day are permitted for withdrawal, 
and Javors Lucas Lake, which is an off-stream pump 
storage reservoir of  589 acres with a capacity of  

approximately 5.9 billion 
gallons.  Water typically is 
pumped from Lucas Lake 
to the Amerson Plant for 
drinking water production; 
however, an additional booster 
pumping station, which is 
interconnected between the 
river intake on the Ocmulgee 
and the Amerson Plant, allows 
the Authority to bypass Lucas 
Lake, if  necessary.  Javors 
Lucas Lake, which is located 
adjacent to the Amerson 
Plant, also is a popular 
destination for local anglers, 
as public fishing is available 
on the reservoir during select 
times of  the year. 
 The MWA water 
distribution system has 
approximately 1,664 miles of  
water mains and service lines, 
as well as 36.9 million gallons 
of  tank storage, serving 
approximately 51,000 metered 
accounts.

 Once treated water exits the Amerson Plant, it is 
stored in one of  the four clear wells on site, each with 
five million gallons of  capacity.  Water from the clear 
wells then feeds the finished water pumping station, 
where two water mains connect the Amerson Plant to 
the MWA water distribution system.  While 20 million 
gallons of  drinking water reside in the four clear wells at 
the Amerson Plant, the remaining 16.9 million gallons 
are housed in the nine elevated tanks and 10 ground 
storage tanks throughout the distribution system.
 The MWA provides its customers with an average 
of  approximately 25.7 million gallons of  finished 
drinking water per day.  An advanced supervisory 
control and data acquisition (SCADA) system is used 
to monitor and control all re-pump and lift stations, as 
well as the storage tanks within the MWA distribution 
system.

Water Production, Storage, and Distribution
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The Value of MWA Tap Water...

 According to an independent, nationally ranked University Research Institute, the Macon Water Authority’s 
monthly charge for water and sewer use of  3,000 gallons was listed in the lowest 20% out of  approximately 300 
water and sewer utility rate structures analyzed in the State of  Georgia.

 The affordability of  water rates measured in this same industry study for 3,000 gallons of  water listed MWA 
rates as being in the lowest quartile out of  approximately 300 water and sewer utility rate structures analyzed in the 
State of  Georgia.  The affordability measure for the Macon Water Authority was based on a median household 
income of  $26,528, per U.S. Census Bureau data from 2007 to 2011.

for 3,000 Gallons of Use

Source: Georgia Environmental Finance Authority &
the University of  North Carolina Environmental Finance Center; 
Georgia Rate Study as of  August 2013.

Cell/Smart Phone: a monthly bill of  $100 requires 
nearly 4.5% of  annual household income.

Cable: a monthly bill of  $70 requires nearly 3.1% of  
annual household income.  

Internet: a monthly bill of  $60 requires nearly 2.7% of  
annual household income.

7,000 gallons of  Macon water and sewer services 
require 2.3% of  annual household income.

Utility Comparisons

Rate Comparisons in Georgia
For 7,000 Gallons
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 The Macon Water Authority’s Sewer System 
carries sanitary sewage through a series of  pipes to the 
Authority’s two water reclamation facilities.
 Wastewater collected throughout the MWA system 
is treated at either the Lower Poplar Street or Rocky 
Creek Water Reclamation Facilities.  The two plants 
have a combined treatment 
capacity of  42 million 
gallons per day (MGD).  
Both of  these facilities are 
award-winning plants in the 
state of  Georgia, having 
received either GAWP 
Gold or Platinum Awards 
for sustained permit 
compliance on multiple 
occasions.  The MWA treats 
an average of  35 million 
gallons of  wastewater per 
day.
 The Authority 
also operates a sewer 
conveyance and collection 
system, which has been 
twice honored with the 
GAWP Collection System 
of  the Year Award.  The 
MWA sewer system 
includes approximately 
220 miles of  interceptor 
sewers and 740 miles 
of  sanitary sewer lines, 
serving approximately 40,000 customers.  MWA sewer 
operations are supported by seven major lift stations 
and 58 in all, located throughout the system to help 
convey wastewater to the two treatment facilities.  In 
addition, the MWA maintains over 22,500 manholes 
within its system.
 The entire MWA sewer system is monitored 
and controlled using supervisory control and data 
acquisition (SCADA) technology.  The Authority’s 
SCADA system includes a network of  alarms 
connecting the lift stations to a 24-hour service 
desk, which alert personnel when there are electrical 
power outages or other problems needing immediate 
maintenance attention.

     Macon Soils, a subsidiary of  the Authority founded 
in 1998, handles the recycling of  biosolids from 
wastewater treatment at the MWA water reclamation 
facilities, distributing these byproducts to area farmers 
for agricultural purposes.  Macon Soils annually land 
applies approximately 23,000 tons of  biosolids generated 

from wastewater treatment, 
as well as 1,000 tons of  lime-
rich material produced from 
water treatment.  
 Macon Soils also provides 
recycling services for 
biosolids to Cobb-Marietta 
Water Authority. 
     The work of  Macon Soils 
provides evidence of  the 
Macon Water Authority’s 
commitment to sustainable 
green initiatives that are 
both economically and 
environmentally beneficial to 
the utility and its customers.

Sewer Collection, Conveyance, and Treatment
As of  September 30, 2013, the MWA had $96.7 million in 
outstanding debt. 

The majority of  these funds have been used for renewal 
and replacement of  water and sewer infrastructure.  Debt 
consists of  a mix of  fixed and variable rate bond issues, 
as well as one fixed rate note.

The debt service coverage ratio is a financial measure that 
gauges the ability of  an entity to pay principal and interest 
payments on its debt.   

Water & Sewer Industry target = 1.2 debt coverage ratio. 
MWA Board target = 1.7 debt coverage ratio. 
MWA nine-year historical = 1.8 to 3.2 debt coverage ratio; currently 1.81.  

The MWA  maintains a “AA” bond rating.  This rating reflects solid financial stewardship by both the Board and 
Staff  of  the MWA.  Strong bond ratings allow the Authority to borrow at reduced interest rates.  During 2013, the 
Authority paid an average of  one tenth of  one percent on $24 million in outstanding debt!

Financial Position

Debt Coverage Ratio

Bond Ratings

Balance Sheet

Debt
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Revenues decreased 6.2% vs. 2012 
and 9.7% vs. 2011.  Water sales  
decreased approximately 11.4%. 

Sewer sales decreased  
approximately 1.5%.  MWA water and 
sewer revenues decreased in 2013 
due to an exceptionally high rain fall 

year.  Other operating revenues,  
including various types of permits 

and fees, also decreased  
4.2%.  Non-Operating revenue  
increased to $509,382 from 

$340,130 in FY 2012.

ToTal Revenues = $43,025,768

Operating expenses increased approximately $1,885,546 vs. 2012.  Health Insurance and additional 
Pension Contributions accounted for a large portion of the annual increase in administrative costs. 

TOTAL ExPEnSES = $49,451,497

OPERATInG REVEnUES

2013 REVEnUES

2013 ExPEnSES

OPERATInG ExPEnSES

Macon Water Authority Financials
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FInAnCIAL SUMMARY
 The Macon Water Authority’s financial condition remained strong throughout Fiscal Year 2013, due to 
continued focus on a solid liquidity position, conservative budgeting, and modest planned annual rate increases.  
During the fiscal year ending September 2013, the Authority’s total revenues were $43,025,768 and our operating 
expenses, including depreciation charges, were $49,451,497.  During the fiscal year, the MWA produced and 
delivered over 8 billion gallons of  water to our customers and treated nearly 13 billion gallons of  wastewater.  For 
complete details of  the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, visit www.maconwater.org.

 2007 $21,322,416 $15,100,289 $7,489,365 $43,912,070

 2008 $21,790,228 $15,946,704  $4,889,061 $42,625,993 

 2009 $21,186,465 $15,946,699 $3,596,924 $40,730,088 

 2010 $21,063,092 $16,874,897  $3,650,136 $41,588,125 

 2011 $23,513,427 $19,327,808 $3,822,093 $46,663,328

 2012 $22,694,775 $19,050,670 $3,794,703 $45,540,148

 2013 $20,112,272  $18,767,019 $3,637,095 $42,516,386

 Fiscal    Other Operating
 Year Water Revenue Sewer Revenue Revenue Total Revenue
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delivered over 8 billion gallons of  water to our customers and treated nearly 13 billion gallons of  waste water.  For 
complete details of  the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, visit www.maconwater.org.

 2007 $21,322,416 $15,100,289 $7,489,365 $43,912,070

 2008 $21,790,228 $15,946,704  $4,889,061 $42,625,993 

 2009 $21,186,465 $15,946,699 $3,596,924 $40,730,088 

 2010 $21,063,092 $16,874,897  $3,650,136 $41,588,125 

 2011 $23,513,427 $19,327,808 $3,822,093 $46,663,328

 2012 $22,694,775 $19,050,670 $3,794,703 $45,540,148

 2013 $20,112,272  $18,767,019 $3,637,095 $42,516,386

 Fiscal    Other Operating
 Year Water Revenue Sewer Revenue Revenue Total Revenue



 The Macon Water Authority’s Sewer System 
carries sanitary sewage through a series of  pipes to the 
Authority’s two water reclamation facilities.
 Wastewater collected throughout the MWA system 
is treated at either the Lower Poplar Street or Rocky 
Creek Water Reclamation Facilities.  The two plants 
have a combined treatment 
capacity of  42 million 
gallons per day (MGD).  
Both of  these facilities are 
award-winning plants in the 
state of  Georgia, having 
received either GAWP 
Gold or Platinum Awards 
for sustained permit 
compliance on multiple 
occasions.  The MWA treats 
an average of  35 million 
gallons of  wastewater per 
day.
 The Authority 
also operates a sewer 
conveyance and collection 
system, which has been 
twice honored with the 
GAWP Collection System 
of  the Year Award.  The 
MWA sewer system 
includes approximately 
220 miles of  interceptor 
sewers and 740 miles 
of  sanitary sewer lines, 
serving approximately 40,000 customers.  MWA sewer 
operations are supported by seven major lift stations 
and 58 in all, located throughout the system to help 
convey wastewater to the two treatment facilities.  In 
addition, the MWA maintains over 22,500 manholes 
within its system.
 The entire MWA sewer system is monitored 
and controlled using supervisory control and data 
acquisition (SCADA) technology.  The Authority’s 
SCADA system includes a network of  alarms 
connecting the lift stations to a 24-hour service 
desk, which alert personnel when there are electrical 
power outages or other problems needing immediate 
maintenance attention.

     Macon Soils, a subsidiary of  the Authority founded 
in 1998, handles the recycling of  biosolids from 
wastewater treatment at the MWA water reclamation 
facilities, distributing these byproducts to area farmers 
for agricultural purposes.  Macon Soils annually land 
applies approximately 23,000 tons of  biosolids generated 

from wastewater treatment, 
as well as 1,000 tons of  lime-
rich material produced from 
water treatment.  
 Macon Soils also provides 
recycling services for 
biosolids to Cobb-Marietta 
Water Authority. 
     The work of  Macon Soils 
provides evidence of  the 
Macon Water Authority’s 
commitment to sustainable 
green initiatives that are 
both economically and 
environmentally beneficial to 
the utility and its customers.

Sewer Collection, Conveyance, and Treatment
As of  September 30, 2013, the MWA had $96.7 million in 
outstanding debt. 

The majority of  these funds have been used for renewal 
and replacement of  water and sewer infrastructure.  Debt 
consists of  a mix of  fixed and variable rate bond issues, 
as well as one fixed rate note.

The debt service coverage ratio is a financial measure that 
gauges the ability of  an entity to pay principal and interest 
payments on its debt.   

Water & Sewer Industry target = 1.2 debt coverage ratio. 
MWA Board target = 1.7 debt coverage ratio. 
MWA nine-year historical = 1.8 to 3.2 debt coverage ratio; currently 1.81.  

The MWA  maintains a “AA” bond rating.  This rating reflects solid financial stewardship by both the Board and 
Staff  of  the MWA.  Strong bond ratings allow the Authority to borrow at reduced interest rates.  During 2013, the 
Authority paid an average of  one tenth of  one percent on $24 million in outstanding debt!

Financial Position

Debt Coverage Ratio

Bond Ratings

Balance Sheet

Debt
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 The MWA Water System consists of  facilities 
and operations in drinking water production, storage, 
and distribution.  The Frank C. Amerson, Jr. Water 
Treatment Plant, which is a four-time recipient of  
the Plant of  the Year in Georgia, opened in July of  
2000.  It replaced the former 
Riverside Drive Water 
Treatment Facility, which was 
decommissioned after being 
damaging as a result of  the 
1994 flood.  
 The Amerson Water 
Treatment Plant has a 
conventional design featuring 
enhanced drinking water 
production capacity of  
60 million gallons per day 
(MGD), an amount more 
than twice the current 
average daily demand.  The 
current layout and design of  
the plant can accommodate 
an expansion to 90 MGD 
of  capacity in the future, 
if/when necessary.  The 
state of  Georgia’s Middle 
Ocmulgee Regional Water 
Plan, adopted in 2011, notes 
that the MWA has more than 
sufficient capacity to meet 
expected customer demand 
estimates through the year 
2050.  Equipment and system redundancies at the 
Amerson Plant allow it to continually operate without 
interruption.
 Raw water used for drinking water production 

is supplied to the Amerson Plant from two direct or 
indirect sources – the Ocmulgee River, where up to 110 
million gallons per day are permitted for withdrawal, 
and Javors Lucas Lake, which is an off-stream pump 
storage reservoir of  589 acres with a capacity of  

approximately 5.9 billion 
gallons.  Water typically is 
pumped from Lucas Lake 
to the Amerson Plant for 
drinking water production; 
however, an additional booster 
pumping station, which is 
interconnected between the 
river intake on the Ocmulgee 
and the Amerson Plant, allows 
the Authority to bypass Lucas 
Lake, if  necessary.  Javors 
Lucas Lake, which is located 
adjacent to the Amerson 
Plant, also is a popular 
destination for local anglers, 
as public fishing is available 
on the reservoir during select 
times of  the year. 
 The MWA water 
distribution system has 
approximately 1,664 miles of  
water mains and service lines, 
as well as 36.9 million gallons 
of  tank storage, serving 
approximately 51,000 metered 
accounts.

 Once treated water exits the Amerson Plant, it is 
stored in one of  the four clear wells on site, each with 
five million gallons of  capacity.  Water from the clear 
wells then feeds the finished water pumping station, 
where two water mains connect the Amerson Plant to 
the MWA water distribution system.  While 20 million 
gallons of  drinking water reside in the four clear wells at 
the Amerson Plant, the remaining 16.9 million gallons 
are housed in the nine elevated tanks and 10 ground 
storage tanks throughout the distribution system.
 The MWA provides its customers with an average 
of  approximately 25.7 million gallons of  finished 
drinking water per day.  An advanced supervisory 
control and data acquisition (SCADA) system is used 
to monitor and control all re-pump and lift stations, as 
well as the storage tanks within the MWA distribution 
system.

Water Production, Storage, and Distribution
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The Value of MWA Tap Water...

 According to an independent, nationally ranked University Research Institute, the Macon Water Authority’s 
monthly charge for water and sewer use of  3,000 gallons was listed in the lowest 20% out of  approximately 300 
water and sewer utility rate structures analyzed in the State of  Georgia.

 The affordability of  water rates measured in this same industry study for 3,000 gallons of  water listed MWA 
rates as being in the lowest quartile out of  approximately 300 water and sewer utility rate structures analyzed in the 
State of  Georgia.  The affordability measure for the Macon Water Authority was based on a median household 
income of  $26,528, per U.S. Census Bureau data from 2007 to 2011.

for 3,000 Gallons of Use

Source: Georgia Environmental Finance Authority &
the University of  North Carolina Environmental Finance Center; 
Georgia Rate Study as of  August 2013.

Cell/Smart Phone: a monthly bill of  $100 requires 
nearly 4.5% of  annual household income.

Cable: a monthly bill of  $70 requires nearly 3.1% of  
annual household income.  

Internet: a monthly bill of  $60 requires nearly 2.7% of  
annual household income.

7,000 gallons of  Macon Water and Sewer services 
require 2.3% of  annual household income.

Utility Comparisons

Rate Comparisons in Georgia
For 7,000 Gallons
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Members of the Board 

R. Kirby Godsey, Chairman
Frank Patterson, Vice Chairman
Dorothy “Dot” Black, District 1
Javors J. Lucas, District 2
Steve Rickman, District 3
Ed DeFore, Sr., Macon-Bibb County Representative
Bert Bivins, III, Macon-Bibb County Representative

Management and Directors 

Tony Rojas, Executive Director & President
Ray Shell, Executive VP of  Plant & Field Operations
Guy Boyle, Executive VP of  Business Operations
Kellie Giles, Human Resources Director
Blain Harrell, Macon Soils Manager
Jimmy McAnn, Information Technology Director
Gary McCoy, Amerson Water Treatment Plant Director
Kirk Nylund, Customer Care & Field Services Director
Larry Reynolds, Wastewater Operations Director
Michel Wanna, Field Operations Director
Mark Wyzalek, Laboratory/Environmental Compliance 
Director

MWA Leadership and Overview

The Identity and Image of the Authority
 The Macon Water Authority (MWA) is one of  the largest and most technologically advanced water and sewer 
utilities in the state of  Georgia (USA), noted for outstanding industry performance, as awarded by state and national 
professional associations and regulatory agencies.  The Authority serves customers in the region of  central Georgia, 
including its primary customers in Macon-Bibb County, as well as customers in portions of  Monroe, Jones, and 
Peach Counties.  
 The origin of  the Macon Water Authority dates back to 1880, and the Georgia General Assembly enacted 
state legislation to form a Water Board and subsequent Authority in the early 1900’s.  The Authority operates as 
an independent governing entity.  The Authority Board is composed of  seven elected officials.  Four are elected 
from Districts in Macon-Bibb County, while the Chairman is elected from a county-wide District.  In addition, two 
Authority members serve upon appointment as representatives from the Macon-Bibb County Government. 
 Through proper maintenance and operation of  large-capacity water and wastewater treatment facilities, 
distribution and collection systems, as well as ancillary functions, the Macon Water Authority is able to provide 
high-quality and large-quantity water and sewer services to retail, wholesale, commercial, and industrial customers. 
 The MWA provides outstanding VALUE for water/sewer services, as a result of  offering a superior product 
at some of  the lowest rates in the state of  Georgia.  In addition, the MWA rate structure accounts for renewal and 
reinvestment in its infrastructure to assure no unexpected or exorbitant rate hikes occur in the future.
.

Investing in our Community
 The Macon Water Authority 
is a utility that invests in its 
community through partnerships 
with organizations and individuals 
equally committed to protecting 
natural resources, while enhancing 
opportunities for outdoor 
recreation and environmental 
education.
 The Authority celebrated 
national Drinking Water Week in 
May by hosting nearly 100 guests 
for an Open House at the Frank 
C. Amerson, Jr. Water Treatment 
Plant; another contingency of  
young professionals from Bolivia 
also toured the plant as participants 
in a Rotary International Group 

Study Exchange.
 The 2013 MWA Kids Fishing 
Derby featured 256 participating 
children and youth aged 3 to 16, 
accompanied by family and friends.  
The annual Fishing Derby was 
once again sponsored by Academy 
Sports + Outdoors, with several 
other organizations and individuals 
contributing, including many 
Authority employees and board 
members who volunteered to host 
the event.  The participants came 
from throughout Macon-Bibb and 
central Georgia, as well as 12 other 
counties from across Georgia and 
Alabama.
 More than 350 volunteers 
gathered in the fall for the 2013 
Ocmulgee Alive!  Macon’s annual 
river cleanup was organized by 
the MWA, in cooperation with the 
Ocmulgee Heritage Trail and Keep 
Macon-Bibb Beautiful.  YKK USA, 
Graphic Packaging International, 
and Coca-Cola Refreshments 
again served as premier sponsors, 
while several other organizations 
participated as well.  Ocmulgee 
Alive is affiliated with the statewide 
Rivers Alive initiative, which is a 
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Program 
designed to create awareness of  and 
involvement in the preservation of  
Georgia’s waterways.
 In December 2013, that MWA 
partnership with Georgia Adopt-
A-Stream expanded to include the 

Authority’s first training workshops.  
These provide volunteers with the 
knowledge and tools needed to 
monitor the health of  local rivers 
and streams, which serve as natural 
resources used for producing clean 
and safe drinking water.
 Finally, 2013 marked the 
beginning of  perhaps the most 
significant public education 
partnership in the history of  the 
Authority.  The Amerson River 
Park Environmental Education 
Program, which was established 
in 2009 as a community-based 
partnership in Macon-Bibb County, 
began plans for hosting 7th grade 
students from Bibb County Schools 
for field trips and lessons in 
outdoor education.  Approximately 
1,800 local 7th graders are set to 
visit Amerson River Park – the site 
where the Authority’s old Riverside 
Water Treatment Plant once stood, 
prior to being decommissioned as a 
result of  the 1994 flood.
 The outdoor education 
curricula taught at Amerson River 
Park supplements what the 7th 
graders learn in the classroom.  
This Amerson River Park 
Environmental Education Program 
is the result of  collaboration among 
the Macon Water Authority, the 
Bibb County Board of  Education, 
NewTown Macon, the Museum of  
Arts & Sciences, and the Dorothy 
V. & N. Logan Lewis Foundation.



 The Macon Water Authority (MWA) was proud 
to bring home a number of  individual, facility, and/or 
system industry awards during the year in 2013.  
 The headliner was the Collection System Gold 
Award, presented by the Georgia Association of  
Water Professionals (GAWP).  This Gold Award 
was the result of  the MWA 
scoring 95% or higher on its 
system audit. 
  In addition, the MWA 
won a GAWP Public 
Education Program Award 
in 2013, for hosting the 
state’s best educational event 
in Ocmulgee Alive!  The 
Georgia Rivers Alive Board of  
Directors also chose Macon’s 
annual river cleanup as the 
2012 Confluence Award 
winner, an honor based on 
the diversity of  partnerships 
involved in an official Rivers 
Alive event.
 As for facility awards, the 
Amerson Water Treatment 
Plant won the Surface Water Safety Plant of  the 
Year Award, presented by the Georgia section of  
the American Water Works Association (GAWWA).  
GAWP also recognized the Amerson Plant with its 
Gold Award for 100 percent permit compliance.  
 Even more impressive is the Platinum Award the 
GAWP awarded the Authority’s Rocky Creek Water 
Reclamation Facility for 14 consecutive years of  100 
percent permit compliance.  Only three wastewater 
plants in the state of  Georgia have had more 
consecutive years without a permit violation. 
 The Georgia Engineering Alliance (GEA) 
presented the MWA and its consulting engineers from 
Hofstadter and Associates with an Honor Award 
recently for its Lennox-to-Corbin Interceptor Sewer 
project, which was one of  many 2013 Engineering 
Excellence Awards recognizing engineering 
professionals for outstanding work across the state.
 In terms of  individual awards, MWA Executive 
Director and President Tony Rojas, who is a Past 
President of  GAWP, was honored with the Arthur 
Sidney Bedell Award by the Georgia section of  the 
Water Environment Federation (GWEF).

 Among the more than 200 employees at the MWA 
are 12 GAWP Top Operators, two Top Mechanics, 
as well as past winners of  the Ira C. Kelley Lab 
Excellence Award, the Nathan Merideth DeJarnette 
Award, and the Elizabeth McEntire Award.  In 
addition, the Authority boasts a WEF Lab Analyst 

Award winner, multiple WEF 
Hatfield Award winners, 
as well as multiple AWWA 
Meritorious Service Award 
winners.  The MWA also 
claims a winner of  the 
AWWA Joseph Fuller and 
William J. Greene Awards, 
and a former AWWA 
Director-at-Large is on staff. 
 Over the past few 
years, the MWA has won 
numerous other industry 
awards as well, including 
the AWWA’s Best Tasting 
Drinking Water in North 
America in 2009 and the 
Association of  Metropolitan 
Water Agencies (AMWA) 

Gold Award for utility excellence in 2012.  All MWA 
plants have received GAWP Gold or Platinum Awards 
for full permit compliance, and the MWA is a past 
sewer Collection System of  the Year winner.  In 
addition, 2013 marked the 17th consecutive year the 
Macon Water Authority has won the Certificate of  
Achievement in Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers Association.
 For a complete list of  MWA awards, log onto our 
Web site at www.maconwater.org.

An Award-Winning Authority and Utility
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 During 2013, the Macon Water Authority 
completed a number of  system improvements to 
advance its Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), which 
includes water and sewer projects intended to maintain 
and enhance the utility’s infrastructure, especially those 
portions showing signs of  age.
 More than two years ago, 
the MWA contracted with 
Compliance EnviroSystems 
(CES) to complete a Sanitary 
Sewer Evaluation Study 
(SSES), which gathered data 
on the structural integrity of  
the MWA sewer system.  That 
data helped to identify those 
areas of  MWA infrastructure 
in need of  maintenance and 
rehabilitation.  
 In March of  2013, the 
MWA completed $1.8 million 
worth of  “fixes” within 
the Echeconnee Basin, as 
identified in the “find and fix” 
portion of  the CIP.  
 During the fall, the MWA 
started work on two additional 
sewer system repair and 
rehabilitation projects, reflecting another $5 million 
investment to further upgrade its infrastructure.
 The Echeconnee Force Main Repair consists of  
replacing approximately 6,845 linear feet of  16-inch 
ductile iron force main with new 16-inch PVC pipe.  
 The second project is in the Tobesofkee basin, and 
it includes the rehabilitation of  approximately 29,400 
linear feet of  sewer lines, as well as 160 point repairs 
of  6-inch, 8-inch, 10-inch, and 12-inch diameter sewer 
mains.  In addition, over 700 linear feet of  force mains 
are being repaired using pipe bursting technology, 
while another 2,000 linear feet are being replaced by 
open cuts.  Included in this project is the cleaning of  
21,000 linear feet of  sewer lines and the rehabilitation 
of  4,200 vertical feet of  manholes.
 During the summer of  2013, the MWA adopted its 
first Watershed Protection Plan, which is intended to 
assess water quality, identify potential sources of  water 
quality impairment or contaminants, and recommend 

specific strategies for watershed management, 
monitoring and protection.
 The Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(EPD) requires any utility operating a wastewater 
treatment plant – with a National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit – to conduct a 
watershed assessment.   
However, the Authority is 
unique in that it goes beyond 
what is required by proactively 
creating a watershed 
protection plan, based on the 
results of  the assessment.  
This plan enables the MWA 
to continually gauge potential 
contaminants and implement 
proper steps to protect water 
quality within its watershed(s).
 Finally, the MWA 
continues to make progress on 
its Water Efficiency Program, 
established in 2011, to include 
monthly meetings of  the 
Authority’s Water Efficiency 
Team.  The team prioritizes, 
executes, and evaluates 

improvement measures identified previously through 
in-depth analysis.  The overall goal of  the Authority’s 
Water Efficiency Program is to effectively manage – 
and ultimately reduce – water loss and non-revenue 
water within the MWA system.

Investing in our Infrastructure
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The MWA and Hofstadter and Associates received an 
Honor Award from the Georgia Engineering Alliance in 
2013.  Accepting the award are (left to right): MWA 
Executive Vice President Ray Shell, Chairman Kirby 
Godsey, consulting engineers John Fry and Carl Hofstadter, 
and MWA Field Operations Director Michel Wanna.

Heather Veal (center), CMOM Coordinator for the Macon Water 
Authority, accepts the Collection System Gold Award during 
the 2013 Fall Conference of the Georgia Association of Water 
Professionals.



 In the fall of  2012, the MWA aggressively began 
to pursue a business to business marketing campaign 
to attract industry to Macon and Bibb County, in 
cooperation with the Macon Economic Development 
Commission (MEDC) and the Macon-Bibb County 
Industrial Authority.  To head the campaign, the 
Authority hired former Macon Mayor George Israel, 
who has a wealth of  industry knowledge and contacts in 
economic development.  
 During 2013, the MWA marketing campaign 
gathered research from economic development and 
site selection professionals, while outlining objectives 
and strategies within a Marketing Communications 
(MARCOM) Action Plan.  That plan of  attack is well 
underway in an attempt to increase the Authority’s 
visibility among prospective companies.
 By the conclusion of  the 2013 fiscal year, the 
Authority’s marketing efforts had included a direct email 
campaign to approximately 70,000 companies across the 
country identified as heavy water and sewer users.  The 
email blasts are directing prospects to a new website 
— www.maconwaterwealth.com — that highlights the 
wealth of  water and sewer capacity and resources the 

Authority has available for business and industry.  
 Another highlight of  the campaign took place 
in September, when the Authority hosted a dozen 
economic development project managers from the 
Georgia Department of  Economic Development, 
Georgia Power, and Atlanta Gas Light, for a 
Developers’ Day in Macon and Bibb County.  
 The year of  Economic Development at the MWA, 
as 2013 could have been called, concluded with a tribute 
to the man whose vision led the Authority’s charge 
to make water a central theme for quality growth and 
quality of  life in our community.
 More than a year after his death, former Chairman 
Frank C. Amerson, Jr. is still referenced often at the 
Macon Water Authority, because his presence continues 
to be felt at the water and sewer utility he helped 
build.  Now Mr. Amerson’s image will be visible as 
well, following the unveiling of  a sculpted bust of  his 
likeness in November 2013 at Authority headquarters.
 As more and more companies inquire about the 
MWA and Macon-Bibb County, they are seeing a utility 
and community as Mr. Amerson envisioned – an ideal 
place to call home.

 It is my pleasure to once again present to you, our Customers and the entire Macon-
Bibb Community, a condensed version of  the “YEAR in REVIEW” at the Macon Water 
Authority.  This Popular Annual Financial Report (the “PAFR”) summarizes the financial 
operations of  the Authority for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2013, as well as some 
of  the community events that we sponsored or participated in during that time.
 This past year saw the continuation of  exciting initiatives that the Authority has 
coordinated over the years, including the Annual Kids Fishing Derby at Javors Lucas 
Lake, the Ocmulgee Alive River Clean-Up, and the Annual Drinking Water Week tours 
of  the Amerson Water Treatment Plant, where we helped educate the public on water 
production, environmental care, and much more. 
 Recently, the Authority partnered with several other community based organizations 
to sponsor the Amerson River Park Environmental Education Program, which will result 

in approximately 1,800 local students touring the park for lessons of  environmental protection and stewardship 
of  natural resources, as well as instruction on proper disposal of  fats, oils, and grease (FOG) and the value of  tap 
water.
 This PAFR also will provide you with some additional information and updates on our water efficiency 
program, as well as our source water protection planning efforts.  The Authority takes great pride in the role we 
play in economic development in Macon-Bibb County, so we have provided information within these pages on 
both economic development and the importance of  investing in our community.
 The Authority continues to stay focused on being good stewards of  financial resources, which includes 
continued investment in our water and sewer system infrastructure.  During 2013, we issued an additional $12 
million in bonds, while maintaining our very high AA bond rating – a measure that allows the Authority to borrow 
at reduced interest rates.
 I hope you enjoy reading through these pages and that you find the information interesting.  On behalf  of  the 
Authority Board and all of  our Employees, thank you for taking time to review the 2013 PAFR. 

 I am pleased to present to the customers of  the Macon Water Authority our Popular 
Annual Financial Report (the “PAFR”) for the year ended September 30, 2013.  The PAFR 
has been designed and presented in a manner that is intended to increase awareness among 
our customers of  the financial operations of  the Macon Water Authority.    The PAFR is 
written so it communicates, in a condensed version, what is found in our Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report (CAFR); but, the PAFR delivers the information in a more user-
friendly manner.
 I am happy to report that the inaugural edition of  the PAFR that was delivered to our 
customers last year received the “Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual 
Financial Reporting” from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA).   
 The financial information included in this report is compiled from the Authority’s 
independently audited set of  financial statements, which are prepared in accordance with 

generally accepted accounting principles.
 I hope you find this PAFR informative, and I would welcome any comments or feedback regarding its content.       

Investing in Economic Development

Welcome...
From the desk of Tony Rojas, Executive Director and President

Presenting a condensed, user-friendly financial report

From Guy Boyle, Executive Vice President of Business Operations
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So what is a Popular  
Annual Financial Report?

The Macon Water Authority’s (MWA) financial 
statements keep stakeholders informed of  our 
financial position and operational status.  The 
MWA has prepared this 2013 Popular Annual 
Financial Report (PAFR) to provide an abridged 
version of  the Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report (CAFR). It is published specifically to 
provide a less technical presentation of  MWA 
financials, improved readability, and a better 
understanding of  its content for our customers 
and community.  
 
The information contained in this PAFR is an 
unaudited summary of  our fiscal year (FY) 2013, 
which ended September 30, 2013.  However, the 
financial information was taken directly from 
the FY 2013 CAFR, which was prepared in 
conformance with generally accepted accounting 
principles (GAAP) as audited by independent 
auditors at the professional Certified Public 
Accounting             firm of  Mauldin & Jenkins, 
LLC.  

Both the (FY) 2013 CAFR and this PAFR are 
available on our website at www.maconwater.org.

Table of Contents

1 Welcome from our President and Executive VP

2 An Award-Winning Authority and Utility

3 MWA Leadership and System Overview

4 Water Production, Storage, and Distribution

5 Sewer Collection, Conveyance, and Treatment

6-9 Financial Statements

10 Investing in our Community

11 Investing in our System Infrastructure

12 Economic Development – The End Game

BEST tasting 
drinking water
in America

Macon Water Authority
790 Second Street  •  P.O. Box 108

Macon, GA  31202-0108
478-464-5600 (Monday – Friday)

478-464-5656 (After Hours)
478-750-2007 (fax)

cstinq@maconwater.org
www.maconwater.org and www.maconwaterwealth.com



Macon Water Authority
Popular Annual Financial Report

2013

Macon Water Authority
Popular Annual Financial Report

2013




