
 
MACON WATER AUTHORITY 

 
AUTHORITY MEETING 

 
Thursday, December 6, 2012 4:30 PM 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  R. Kirby Godsey, Chairman 
     Javors Lucas, Vice-chair 

Dorothy Black 
     Steve Rickman 
     Frank Patterson 
     Ed Defore 
     Bert Bivins, III 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Tony Rojas, Executive Director 
     Ray Shell, Assistant Executive Director 
     LaToria Porter, Executive Assistant 
           Gary McCoy, Water Treatment Operations Director 
     Kirk Nylund, Customer Service Director 
     Guy F. Boyle, Chief Financial Officer 
     Michel Wanna, Field Operations Director 

Jimmy McAnn, IT Director 
Arleen Samuels, Accounting Manager 
Kate Kubesheski, Asst. Mgr. of Wastewater 
Mark Wyzalek, Lab/Environmental Compliance Director 
Harold Blevins, IT Manager 
Darryl Macy, Water Distribution/Sewer Conveyance 
Manager 
 
 

COUNSEL PRESENT:  Lonzy Edwards, Edwards & Youmas 
           

     
 

CONSULTANTS PRESENT:  Chris Wood, Wood & Associates 
        
      
           
VISTORS PRESENT:     Jeralyn Middleton, Coca Cola 
     Pam Carswell, Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful 
     Pam Burnett, GAWP 
     Jack Dozier, GAWP 
     Sylvia McCrary 
     Zackary Lasater 
     Spencer Lasater 
     Austin Blake Crowder 
     Jim David, Ocmulgee National Monument 
     Mike Ford, New Town Macon 
     Kelly Mullen, Graphic Packaging 
     Jim Spry, YKK USA 
     Lee Smith, YKK USA 
     Trae McCombs 
     Justin Crum 
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CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Godsey called the meeting to order and recognized attorney Lonzy Edwards to give the 

invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Chair Godsey called for the approval on the agenda.  Member DeFore motioned to approve.  

Member Black seconded the motion.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, 

Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Rickman, Black and Godsey). 

 

Chair Godsey called for the approval of the minutes (listed below).  All those in favor say “aye.” 

(AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Rickman, Black and Godsey). 

 

Confirmation of Minutes 

 A.  Authority Meeting:     11/01/2012   
B.  Special Called Authority Meeting:   11/15/2012 

 C.  Pension Committee Meeting:   11/15/2012 
 D.  Finance Committee Meeting:   11/15/2012 
 E.  Engineering Committee Meeting:   11/15/2012 
  
 

 

Awards & Recognition 

1. Recognize Graphic Packaging International, YKK USA and Coca Cola Refreshments for 

their support of Ocmulgee Alive – Presented by Mark Wyzalek 

 
Mr. Wyzalek approached the Board and stated that Ocmulgee Alive is an example of the 

Community joining together.  It involves cleaning up local streams in the Ocmulgee River from 

the effects of trash and litter, which is evidence of non-point pollution that comes from the streets 

and parking lots.  Mr. Wyzalek recognized and expressed his gratitude to supporters of 

Ocmulgee Alive.  Awards were presented to the corporate sponsors, Coca Cola, Graphics 

Packaging International and YKK, USA.  Mr. Wyzalek noted that with the help of the corporate 

sponsors, Ocmulgee Alive is the third largest Rivers Alive event in the State of Georgia. 
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2. Awards received at the Georgia Association of Water Professionals Fall Conference – 

Presented by Pam Burnett 

 

Chairman Godsey asked Ms. Pam Burnett, Deputy Director of the Georgia Association of Water 

Professionals, to approach the Board and present two awards.   Ms. Burnett presented the 

following awards: 

a. Sewer Conveyance – Gold Award 

b. Amerson Water Treatment Plant – Laboratory of the Year 

The Gold Award is to recognize utilities that strive to continually improve their systems through 

proper management, maintenance and operation.  To receive the award, a quantitative score of 

95 or higher must be achieved.  The Authority scored 99.4. 

 

The Authority’s laboratory at the Amerson Water Treatment Plant received an award, which 

recognized the lab as the Water Treatment Laboratory of the year for treatment plants to serving 

over 100,000 customers.  This is the first time the Authority’s laboratory has received this award. 

 

3. Recognize the Finance Department for their Certificate of Achievement for excellence in 

financial reporting – presented to the Authority by the Government Finance Officers 

Association – Guy Boyle 

 

Mr. Boyle stated that the Authority was awarded the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 

Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) of both the United 

States and Canada for its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).  This is a mandatory 

report required of government agencies for the fiscal year of 2011.  This is the 15
th
 consecutive 

year that the Authority has been recognized by the GFOA.  Mr. Boyle thanked his staff for their 

continued successful track record of receiving this award. 

 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Engineering Committee  

1. Consider a request from Whitley Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Mr. Biyesh Patel for 

authority to exercise its power to condemn a sewer easement for the extension of a 

sewer main to serve the property at the northeast corner of Houston Road and Liberty 

Member Patterson stated that the owner of the property is experiencing difficulties 
negotiating the purchase of this easement and requested that the Authority condemn 
the easement if he is unable to negotiate the purchase of the easement.   
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Member Patterson further stated that several years ago the State of Georgia passed a 
law increasing the requirements which must be met before governments or authorities 
exercise condemnation powers.  The requirements have greatly increased the length of 
time needed to condemn property and the expense of a condemnation proceeding.  
These requirements must be followed if it becomes necessary to condemn the 
easement and Mr. Patel would be responsible for all expenses associated with the 
acquisition and condemnation of the property.  Mr. Patel would also be responsible for 
the cost of constructing the sewer main.  In the past, the Authority managed expenses 
by estimating the cost to acquire the easement and requiring the property owner to 
make advance payments to the Water Authority and entered a simple agreement with 
the property owner before expending an effort to acquire the easement.   
 

Chair Godsey called for the question on approving the request.  All those in favor say 

“aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Rickman, Black and Godsey). 

 

2. Consider a request to approve Task Order 1 of the Master Service Agreement with 

STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates. 

Member Patterson stated that this Task Release is for engineering design services for a 
project that involves pipeline relocations (water main and gravity sewer) related to the 
Georgia Department of Transportation’s Jeffersonville Road/Millerfield Road widening 
project.  The estimated fee for this project is $223,317.  This project may not start any 
time soon.  However, STV is GDOT’s lead Engineer firm for this contract and the 
Engineering Committee recommended securing them as the Authority’s Engineering 
firm for this project.  The Authority would authorize STV to proceed with the design of 
the project at the appropriate time in the future.  This task order has been reviewed and 
approved by Mr. Greg Morgan who serves as the Authority’s attorney for engineering 
and construction contracts.  The Engineering Committee unanimously recommended 
the Board approve the task order. 
 

Chair Godsey called for the question on approving the request.  All those in favor say 

“aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Rickman, Black and Godsey). 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Consider approving a project to extend water mains on Lower Thomaston Road 

and on Thomaston Road to the intersection of these two roads and connect the 
two mains to create a loop on the water distribution system. 

 

Director Rojas stated that Mr. Jim Ham, a Monroe County Commissioner, approached 
the Authority to request that a meter be installed at the intersection of the Bibb 
County/Monroe County line on Thomaston Road.  At that point, Monroe County would 
connect to the meter and extend the water system up Thomaston Road to serve  
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residents in Southeast Monroe County.  The funding for this portion of Monroe County’s 
water distribution system is being paid for with sales tax, which is dedicated to 
Commissioner Ham’s district.  Once the meter is placed and Monroe County builds their 
water main, the option to loop the Authority’s water distribution system will be lost.   
 
Director Rojas informed that he discussed this issue with Mr. Ham and he would be 
willing for the Authority to extend its mains into Monroe County, along lower Thomaston 
Road and upper Thomaston Road and two lines to be connected to loop its system.  
Anyone who connects to these mains would be Water Authority customers.   The 
Authority would then place a meter at the location of the intersection of these two mains 
and Mr. Ham would extend the Monroe County distribution system further into southeast 
Monroe County.   
 
The benefit to the Water Authority is it would be allowed to loop the lower Thomaston 
and Thomaston Road mains and improve water quality and fire protection for the 
sections of those mains which were dead ends prior to the loop being made.  Director 
Rojas recommended that the Authority use its personnel to install the mains and that it 
accomplish the looping of the mains over a period of two fiscal years.  The cost of the 
materials to extend the water main up Thomaston Road near its intersection with Lower 
Thomaston Road is approximately $77,087.   Director Rojas further recommended that 
the Authority fund this from the Authority’s capital reserve and extend this main during 
this fiscal year, accomplishing the work with crews and completing it no later than June 
30

th
.  The cost of materials to extend the main up Lower Thomaston Road including 

$20,000 to bore under Thomaston Road and connect to the new main is approximately 
$54,822.  It was recommended that the Authority fund this from the capital reserve and 
complete this project in the next fiscal year, which will begin October 1, 2013.   
 
Member DeFore motioned to approve the recommendations that were made.  Member 

Black seconded the motion.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, 

Lucas, Bivins, Rickman, Black and Godsey). 

 
 

REVIEW OF THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL AND HEALTH INSURANCE REPORT 

Director Rojas stated that the financial report is operations for the first month of the new 
fiscal year 2013.  Water sales for October totaled $1,853,284 which was $43,080 below 
budget, or .18%, for the month.  Sewer sales were $1,350,798 for the month of October.  
This was $168,213, or .85%, below budget for the month.  Other operating income was 
$284,349 for the month, which was $263,260, or 104.03%, over budget for the month.  
Included in other operating income was a termination payment from Wells Fargo Bank of 
$227,000 received in October for the termination of a forward agreement that was tied to 
the 2001B bonds refunded in 2011.    
 
Operating expenses totaled $1,960,308 for the month of October.  This was $488,534, 
or 1.66%, below budget for the month.   Timing of spending versus the annual budget 
often resulted in significant under spending to budget during the first quarter of the fiscal 
year.    Non-operating expenses were $702,860 versus a budget of $786,744.  This was 
$83,884, or .83%, below budget.  
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The Authority’s health insurance account held a balance of $4,389,488 at the end of 
October.  This included the retiree health insurance funds which totaled $1,222,523.   
The health insurance account had a positive month in October with $319,315 in 
contributions and $303,080 paid out of the account.    
 

 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
Director Rojas stated that he met with the Legislative Delegation with Member Patterson.  He 
further stated that they discussed the possibility of the Authority paying a franchise fee to the 
consolidated government.  Other topics of discussion were amending the charter to reflect the 
appointment of two Board Members from the consolidated government, potential legislation that 
may come up in session and the possibility for the Water Authority to own and operate and 
manage the storm water.  
 
Member DeFore asked Director Rojas to contact President Timely of the City Council and ask if 
he could address the topic of the City and the Authority working together on managing the storm 
water at the next City Council meeting. 
 
Director Rojas informed the Board that the Authority’s annual Christmas Banquet will be held on 
Friday, December 14

th
 at 7:00 pm.   

 
A News article from an Industry and Trade magazine which discussed the Gold Award that the 
Authority received was handed to the Board to review. 
 

 
Referrals to Committees 

 
The following referrals were made: 
 

 
Pension: 

 Review the performance of Pension Fund Investments for the 3rd Quarter of 2012 
 

Finance: 

 Consider establishing a same day service fee for large meters 

 Discuss the Basin Specific Sewer Fees 
 

Fishing &  Hunting Committee: 

 Discuss the report for the last fishing season 
 
 
Chair Godsey asked the Board to provide any recommendations they may have pertaining 
to the appointment of committees for 2013 before the January Board meeting. 
 
After brief discussion, Member Patterson motioned to go into Closed Session for discussions 
concerning the appointment, employment, hiring, disciplinary action and/or dismissal or 
performance of an officer or an employee.  Member Black Seconded the motion.  All those in 
favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Rickman, Black and Godsey). 
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At 5:20 pm, the Macon Water Authority went into Closed Session. 
At 5:45 pm, Member Patterson motioned to re-open session. Member Black seconded the 
motion.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Rickman, 
Black and Godsey).  The Macon Water Authority returned to open session. 
 

 
There being no business to vote on in Open Session, Chair Godsey adjourned the Macon Water 

Authority Board meeting at 5:47 PM.  

 

 

NOTE:  VERBATIN MINUTES AVAILABLE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 


