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The MWA has secured the final funding necessary
to complete its project to renew and rehabilitate the
Rocky Creek and Lower Poplar Water Reclamation
Facilities. The Authority is investing $40 million
toward the replacement of many of the assets at
both facilities, which have exceeded their life cycle.

The $40 million in rehabilitation will be funded by
tax exempt, 20-year fixed and variable rate bonds
that were issued on Dec. 5, 2018. 

The MWA uses both Moody’s and Standard &
Poor’s Rating Agencies to rate its bonds. Moody’s
rated the new fixed rate issue at ‘Aa1’ – which is the
second highest possible rating opinion given by this
agency. Standard & Poor’s rated the new fixed rate
issue, as well as the variable rate issue, at ‘AA’ – the
third highest possible rating opinion this agency
provides.

Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s commented that
their high opinions were due to the MWA
maintaining healthy debt service coverages, that
liquidity levels are supported by annual rate
increases, and because of conservative budgeting
practices and manageable debt and capital needs. 

Other comments by the ratings agencies included
that MWA rates remain affordable, based on area
income levels and poverty rate. The ratings agencies
also noted that MWA operational management
policies and practices are generally considered to be
good to strong, while financial management policies
and practices are considered strong.

The rehabilitation of the Rocky Creek and Lower
Poplar Plants is one of the largest capital
improvement projects in the history of the MWA. The
project reflects the utility’s philosophy of reinvesting
in the renewal of its assets to ensure the continual
delivery of reliable, quality water and sewer services
for current and future generations.

MWA Bond Issues to Fund Rehab of Wastewater Plants

Dorothy "Dot" Black Completes a Distinguished Tenure on MWA Board

As we turn the calendar over from 2018 to the New Year, MWA customers,
employees, partners, and event sponsors can take pride in the many successful
projects and programs made possible this past year by their contributions to
the Macon Water Alliance.

The MWA established the Macon Water
Alliance, Inc. as a Non-Profit, 501c3 subsidiary to
oversee and administer the public education
programming, charitable assistance, and related
projects and events of the Authority and its
community partners. 

By the end of the fiscal year, the Alliance’s
funding was approximately $85,000, thanks to
MWA customer contributions and employee
payroll deductions, sponsorships of events, and
other donations from individuals and
organizations. The Alliance hopes to add Public
and Private Grants and other funding sources in
the future as well.

Founded in 2015, the Macon Water Alliance
has a Mission to work with relevant partners to ensure that residents of Middle
Georgia are provided access to environmental education and programs,
charitable assistance, and clean drinking water, regardless of personal
economic conditions. The purpose of the Non-Profit is to build a stronger, more

unified Middle Georgia through environmental engagement, education, and
partnerships.

Some of the projects, programs, and services provided by the Macon Water
Alliance this past year included: the Ocmulgee
Alive! river cleanup, the Kids Fishing Derby, the
ongoing “Round Up” and Water Assistance
Program, which is administered by the Bibb
County Department of Family and Children’s
Services (DFCS), assistance and in-kind work to
complete plumbing repairs and/or upgrades for
disadvantaged or underserved residents,
participation in Earth Day events and Georgia
Adopt-a-Stream programs, and support of
community partners such as Habitat for
Humanity and Rebuilding Macon.

An example of dollars invested by the Macon
Water Alliance back into the community was a
donation of $5,000 last year to Rebuilding
Macon that funded 14 residential rehab

projects, which included work ranging from replacing water heaters, plumbing
and sewer infrastructure, to repairing kitchens and bathrooms. The Macon Water
Alliance has allocated a similar donation for Habitat for Humanity this year, to
assist with water and sewer tap fees.

Macon Water Alliance Dedicated to Public Education and Outreach

   The December Meeting of the MWA marked the end of the
tenure for District 1 Board Member Dorothy “Dot” Black, who
provided 21 years of distinguished and dedicated service to
the Macon Water Authority. 
   During her time on the MWA Board that spanned three
decades, Dot served on every MWA Committee, including most
recently as Chair of the MWA Personnel Committee and Vice
Chair of the Engineering Committee. 
   Professionally, Dot worked as a teacher and public educator
for more than 30 years in Bibb County and neighboring school
systems. During that time, she taught science, as well as dance
and drama, and even managed the after-school program for
River’s Edge Behavioral Health Center.

Dot is a native of Macon, who holds a bachelor’s degree
from Paine College in Augusta, as well as a master’s degree
from Fort Valley State University. She also completed post-
graduate work at UGA, Indiana University, and the Butler School
of Library Services.

Involved in a number of ministries through her church, Dot
is a member of St. Paul A.M.E. Church in Macon, where she
served as Missionary Queen for the Sixth Episcopal District.
She also was selected as the Senior Cherry Blossom Queen in
2010 for Macon’s Cherry Blossom Festival.

The District 1 seat on the MWA Board is being filled by
Anissa Jones, who won the General Election this past summer
for the term that commences in January of 2019.

Ocmulgee Alive! is an annual event of the Macon Water Alliance.
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Second Front

MWA customers will
experience a modest increase

in water and sewer
consumption rates, effective Jan. 1, 2019. 
   Water and sewer rates in 2019 include a 10-cent (per 748 gallons of
use) increase in consumption charges. Consumption charges also
are referred to as volumetric rates, which is a rate that
applies to the amount of customer water/sewer use.
However, for the third year in a row, the MWA will not
increase the base fees for water and sewer services. 
   Beginning in 2019, MWA residential water customers in
Macon-Bibb County will pay $2.40 per CCF for
consumption from 0 to 3 CCF, and $2.50 per CCF for
consumption above 3 CCF. (Note, the MWA uses CCF, or
100 cubic feet, as a measure of one unit of water consumption. One unit, or
one CCF, is equal to approximately 748 gallons.)
   MWA customers who also receive sewer services from the Authority will pay

$2.66 per CCF in 2019, for usage between 0 and 3 CCF, and then $2.76 for
consumption above 3 CCF. Sewer consumption charges, however, are billed

according to only 80% of a customer’s water usage. It is rare for a
water/sewer utility to not charge for sewer consumption according to 100%

of metered water use.
Thus, a typical MWA residential water and sewer customer

using 7 CCF a month (5,236 gallons) would see their combined
monthly water and sewer bill increase $1.30 per month, or by

just 2.6%. For a family using 10 CCF a month (7,480 gallons),
their overall monthly water and sewer bill will increase $1.80
per month, or by just 2.9%. Even with this modest increase in
water and sewer volumetric rates (on consumption) for 2019,
the MWA continues to maintain some of the most affordable
water and sewer rates among public utilities in Georgia.

For more information on 2019 MWA customer rates,
check out our website at www.maconwater.org, including a
link to our PAFR, which provides rate comparisons.

Customer Rates for 2019 Reflect Value of MWA Water and Sewer

On Friday Nov 9, the MWA joined the
Macon-Bibb County Industrial Authority
(MBCIA) and its partners from the
Macon-Bibb County Board of
Commissioners, Bibb County Board of
Education, Central Georgia Technical
College, Georgia Power and Navicent
Health, to tour the new 1 million-square-
foot Amazon fulfillment center. 

This project represents a significant
investment in Macon-Bibb County by
Amazon, creating more than 500 new
full-time jobs, which are expected to
come to fruition in 2019. Amazon
officials anticipate the facility will open for operations sometime this spring.
The MBCIA says the economic impact for the region could eclipse $90 million.

The new fulfillment center is located on a 96-acre site – purchased with
funds from the MWA – on Sardis Church Road and Skipper Road.

Amazon Facility Bringing Jobs to Macon-Bibb
During the Fall Conference of the Georgia Association of Water

Professionals (GAWP), held Nov. 6-7, 2018 in Dalton, the Macon Water
Authority (MWA) received the industry’s top honors for both its water and
sewer systems.

The MWA and its employees received the 2018 GAWP Collection
System of Excellence Platinum Award, as well as the Water Distribution
System of Excellence Gold Award. 

Industry leaders recognized the MWA with the Platinum Award since the
utility achieved a score of 95% or higher – for five consecutive years – on
the annual review of its Collection System by GAWP judges, who are fellow
water professionals. The MWA received the Gold Award for its Water
Distribution System because it graded out at 95% or higher this past year.

The purpose of the GAWP Collection System Award is to recognize those
utilities that strive to continually improve their systems through proper
management, maintenance, and operation. The criteria for the award
follow the practices set forth in the Capacity, Management, Operation, and
Maintenance (CMOM) Program, including preventative maintenance,
system evaluation, rehabilitation programs, and training, among others.

Similarly, the purpose of the GAWP Water Distribution System Award is
to annually recognize water distribution systems that have been operated
in an outstanding manner. The MWA won this award within the Large
System Category, which consists of all systems within the state that have
more than 50,000 customers.

For more information on MWA Awards, check out that page on our
website at www.maconwater.org. 

MWA Systems Among the Best of the Best

Jesse LeBoeuf (far left), representing the GAWP, presents the Platinum
and Gold System Awards to the MWA’s (Second from L to R): Daniel
Smith, Water Distribution Supervisor; Darryl Macy, Manager of Sewer
Conveyance & Water Distribution; Chris Monile, Sewer Conveyance
Technician; and Heather Veal, CMOM Coordinator.

Once again, no increase in Base Fees

Before winter arrives in full force, this is a good time to weatherize your home,
to prevent potential water leaks or pipe bursts from frozen water lines.

The MWA offers the following winterization tips to help:
X Insulate water lines (wrap or tape) that run outdoors or in unheated areas.
X Consider insulating water heaters as well.  
X Drain irrigation systems completely.
X Drain and disconnect garden hoses from
outdoor faucets.  
X Place covers or insulation over outdoor
water spigots.
X Drain water lines that feed outdoor
faucets.
X Remove window air conditioning units and
insulate those areas.
X Clean gutters, so winter rains and melting
snow can drain.  
XWhen leaving your home for an extended
period, set your thermostat to 55 degrees –
rather than turning the heat off completely.
X Should a pipe burst due to freezing or
under any other circumstances, always know
how to shut off the main water line servicing your home.

For a complete and thorough list of winterization tips, check out our website
at www.maconwater.org/winterization-tips.

It’s Time to Winterize Those Water Lines


