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     Dorothy Black 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice-chair Patterson called the meeting to order and asked Member Schlesinger to give the 
invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Vice-chair Patterson called for the approval of the agenda.  Member Schlesinger motioned to 
approve the agenda.  Member Black seconded the motion.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE 
votes by Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, and Black).  
 
Vice-chair Patterson called for the approval of the meeting minutes (listed below). Member 
Schlesinger motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Member Bivins seconded the motion.   All 
those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, and Black).  
 
 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

A. Authority Meeting:     10/18/2018 
B. Finance Committee:    10/18/2018 
C. Engineering Committee:    10/18/2018 
D. Executive Session-Engineering Committee: 10/18/2018 

       
Vice-chair Patterson asked if there were any petitions or requests from the public. There was one 
request from customer, Jacqueline Dennis of Lizella.  Mrs. Dennis stated that she had received a 
letter from the Authority which had verified that she was not tied into the Authority sewer system 
and was therefore entitled to a refund from 2014 to present according to Georgia statue.  Mrs. 
Dennis was in disagreement due to the fact that documentation had been provided to the 
Authority as far back as 2007 and she believes that she should be entitled to a full refund from 
2007 to present. Member Bivins made the request for this item to be referred to committee for 
further review.   

Chairman Hart walks into the Boardroom. 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 

Mr. Guy Boyle, EVP of Business Operation rose to present two awards of recognition received 
from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) of the United States and Canada. 
The GFOA has recognized the Authority in two categories for fiscal year 2017.   This marks the 
21st consecutive year that the Authority has received the “Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting” (CAFR) from the Association, a trend that began in 1997.   
This award is received by less than 4.7% of eligible governments in the United States and 
Canada.   

In addition to the CAFR, beginning in 2012 the Authority began preparing an annual report to the 
Macon-Bibb County Community.  This annual statement, referred to as the “Popular Annual 
Financial Report” (PAFR), presents a financial and operational summary of the Authority’s past 
year as well as community programs and partnerships that the Authority has participated in 
during the year. The PAFR is delivered in an easy to read format, in short summary and with 
high gloss pictures.     

This marks the 6th consecutive year that the Authority has been presented the award for  
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“Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial Reporting” by the GFOA.  This award is 
also of a selective nature and less than ½% of all eligible governments in the United States 
received this award this past year.  The Authority is 1 of only 13 governments in the State of 
Georgia to have received the award this year and the only utility on the list.  Individual employees 
recognized for their contributions for this achievement were, Lisa Golphin, Arleen Samuels, Mary 
Brezial, Margarita Gomes, Doricale Smith, Pauline Forbes, Retiree Rena Self, Harold Blevins, 
Willie Lucas, Eryc Smith, Donald Beckworth, and Laurie Edwards. 

Chairman Hart ask Director Rojas to give the report of the Finance Committee in Mr. Jones’s 
absence.         
 
 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Finance Committee        Director Rojas 
 

1. Consider a request from the Macon-Bibb County Industrial Authority to 
authorize the expenditure of Outdoor Advertising Revenues for 
Landscaping Improvements and Landscaping Maintenance at the I-75 
Business Park. 
 

The Finance Committee unanimously recommends the Board approve the expenditures of 
Outdoor Advertising revenues for landscaping improvements and on-going maintenance at the I-
75 Business Park.  Enclosed in your agenda is a letter from Mr. Tyler Garrison, the Project 
Manager for the MBCIA, concerning their request and a listing of the project improvement costs 
and maintenance costs for landscaping.  Current balance of the account containing these funds 
totals $103,976.16.   
 
This item comes moved and seconded from the Finance Committee.   All those in favor say 
“aye.” (AYE votes by Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, Black, and Hart).   
 
Engineering Committee       Chair Patterson 
 

1. Consider approving Amendment No. 2 to the Master Agreement for 
Engineering Design services with CH2M Hill Engineers, Inc.  

 
Engineering Committee Chair Patterson reported that the Engineering Committee unanimously 
recommends the Board approve Amendment No. 2 to the Master Agreement for Engineering 
Design Services with CH2M Hill Engineers, Inc.  This agreement establishes new billing rates for 
professional services and allows those rates to escalate at 2% per year.  The current rates have 
not been adjusted since June of 2015. 
 
This item comes motioned and seconded from Committee.  Chair Hart called for questions. 
There being none.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, 
Black, and Hart).   
 

2. Consider granting a Novation Agreement with CH2M Hill Engineers, Inc. and 
Jacobs. 

 
The Engineering Committee unanimously recommends entering into a Novation Agreement with 
CH2M Hill Engineers, Inc. and Jacobs. As many of you know, Jacobs purchased CH2M Hill  



Authority Meeting  
Thursday, November 1, 2018 
Page | 4 
 
 
Engineers, Inc. several months ago. The novation agreement allows our contracts with CH2M 
Hill to transfer to Jacobs.  
 
This item also comes moved and seconded from committee.  Chair Hart called for questions. 
There being none.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, 
Black, and Hart).   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Consider passing a resolution authorizing the State of Georgia Treasury 
Department to establish a new GA Fund I account for arbitrage funds due to 
the IRS.  

 
Historically, Mr. Guy Boyle Executive Vice-President of Business Operations has paid any 
arbitrage rebates directly from our operating account.  It is the recommendation of Jon Pannell of 
Gray & Pannell, LLP as well as the MWA Staff that a separate account be established as 
outlined in the Series 2018 Bond documents. It is also the recommendation of management that 
an interest bearing account be chosen.  Management believes that the GA Fund I account is the 
best alternative to meet the needs of the Authority and recommends passage of the resolution.    
 
Member Bivins questioned whether or not this item should go to committee.  Per Chairman Hart, 
given that this item was not a referral, it could be addressed under new business with a motion.   
Chair Hart called for questions. There being none.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by 
Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, Black, and Hart).   
 

2. Consider passing a resolution that updates the signatories from the Bank of 
New York Mellon, acting as Trustee Agent for the Authority on an existing 
GA Fund I account and instructs the Georgia Department of the Treasury to 
act on authorization as designated in the resolution. 

 
This item is related to an existing GA Fund I account for the Authority.  Staff unanimously 
recommends passing a resolution to update signatories from the Bank of New York. 
 
Vice-Chair Patterson motioned to approve.  Member Schlesinger seconded.  Chair Hart called 
for any additional questions.  There being none.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by 
Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, Black, and Hart).   
 

3. Consider approving a Change Order for the Round Top Building 
Construction Contract.  

 

Director Rojas reported the initial scope of the project called for renovations to the building and a 
courtyard at the back.  Due to escalating cost and wanting to ensure the project would remain 
within budget the scope was reduced to renovations for the building only. The bid came in under 
budget.  This Change Order adds designing that courtyard back into the scope.  The change 
order also includes an increase in local minority business enterprise participation.  Price for the 
work is an estimate of $154,000.  Staff unanimously recommends approval of this Change Order 
for the Round Top Building Construction Contract.  
 
Vice-Chair Patterson motioned to approve.  Member Bivins seconded.  Chair Hart called for any 
additional questions.  There being none.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by Patterson, 
Schlesinger, Bivins, Black, and Hart).   
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REVIEW OF THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL AND HEALTH INSURANCE REPORT 
 

Chair Hart called for the EVP of Business Operations, Mr. Guy Boyle to review the monthly 
finance and health insurance report through September 30th.   Mr. Boyle stated that this financial 
information provided is unaudited at this time.  The MWA finance staff is still working to complete 
all year-end analysis and balance sheet reconciliations in the new financial system.  The audit 
firm of Mauldin & Jenkins will begin year-end field work the week of November 12, 2018.  There 
will be additional year-end activity prior to the issuance of the final audit report in January 2019.     
 
The financial report for September shows the Authority had water sales totaling above budget 
projections.  Gross Sewer sales were below budget projections.   Total water and sewer sales 
combined were below budget. Other operating revenues were was $1,511,548 over budget.   
 
The health insurance account for September received contributions of $423,539.  These 
contributions do not include an additional $433,180 in pending stop-loss reimbursements. The 
account had withdrawals of $630,364.  This decreased the overall fund balance in September by 
$206,825.  For the fiscal year, the fund increased by $104,008.  Including the pending stop-loss 
reimbursements of $433,180, the fund increased $537,188.  The projected year-end closing 
balance including pending stop-loss reimbursements is $5,628.697.  Included in your Board 
packet for review IS the monthly preliminary Flash report for the month of September 2018.   
 
 
Chair Hart called for any additional questions.  There being none, turned the floor over to 
Director Rojas for the Executive Director Report.   
 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 
Moving on to Bond Issues, Director Rojas stated that general counsel had been before the court 
and bonds have been validated.  Validation had been received as of Tuesday of the current 
week.  The MWA ratings from S&P have also been received.   Director Rojas called on Mr. Boyle 
to provide the rating and to explain the importance of the rating received.   Mr. Boyle explained 
that the MWA received a AAA from Moody’s and AA1 from S&P.  He further elaborated on the 
importance and how these ranking related to the stability of the MWA financial structure.   
 
Director Rojas reminded the Board of important dates through the end of the calendar year. 
Next, Director Rojas reviewed referrals to committees.   

 
 
Referrals to Committees 

 
The following referrals were made: 
 
Pension: 

• Quarterly Review 
 

• Pension election ratio for New Hires 3% or 6% 
 

Finance: 
• Issues concerning customer Jacqueline Dennis of Lizella 
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• Budget Adjustment 
 

• Property Management  - planning/management and reuse of newly acquired properties   
 
Engineering: 
 

• Ocmulgee East Sewerage 
 
 
Chairman Hart called for any other concerns.  There being no response, Chairman Hart called 
for a motion to go into Executive session to discuss Personnel and Land acquisition.  Vice-Chair 
Patterson motioned to approve.  Member Schlesinger seconded.  All those in favor say “aye.” 
(AYE votes by Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, Black, and Hart).   
 
The Macon Water Authority Board of Directors entered Executive Session at 5:20 PM. 
 
The Macon Water Authority Board of Directors returned to Open Session at 6:10 PM.  Hart called 
for a motion to go into open session. .  Member Schlesinger motioned to approve. .  Vice-Chair 
Patterson seconded.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by Patterson, Schlesinger, Bivins, 
Black, and Hart).   
 
There being no actions taken meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M. November 1, 2018 
 
NOTE:  VERBATIM MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 
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